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Today we will explore… 

• what exactly children listen to in the English lesson 

• practical activities for listening and understanding 

• ways to create REAL communication 

• effective speaking activities 

 

 



The Importance Of The Speaking And Listening 
Skill 

 

• A child first listens to mother tongue then tries speaking 

• We ‘imitate’ this natural way in the English classroom  

• Communicative approach 

 



What do young learners listen to? 

• CDs and DVDs:  
     modelling  language, songs, chants, nursery rhymes, dialogues, stories, 

exercises responding to instructions 
 

• The teacher:  
    giving  instructions to managing the lesson and class, praising, encouraging,  

supporting 
 



YOU 
are the most important listening tool 

 

authentic, natural, real life 





Task For Teachers 
 

EVERYDAY   PHRASES 

Hello  everybody     

  

SIMPLE  INSTRUCTIONS 

Sit down         Open your books        Time to finish 

 

PRAISE 

Well done!         Good job!         That’s great! 

 

Make a written record of phrases 



A Written Record Of Phrases 

 

EVERYDAY  PHRASES 

Hello everybody 

It’s time for English 

That’s all for today 

It’s break time/home time 

Goodbye everybody 

See you soon 

 



A Written Record Of Phrases 

PRAISE 

Well done!     

 Good job!          

That’s great! 

That’s right! 

 Good boy/girl! 

Very good! 

Excellent! 

 



A Written Record Of Phrases 

SIMPLE  INSTRUCTIONS 

Sit down! 

Stand up! 

Open your books! 

Close your books! 

Time to finish! 

Stop!  

Copy this word, please! 

Listen!          

  Look at me, please! 

Quiet, please!                               

 



check that students have listened and 

 understood 

 

TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE (TPR) GAMES  

and ‘SIMON SAYS’ 



Holiday English 
Tim Priesack - Peter & Val Wilson 
Lang-Longman 



Holiday English 
Tim Priesack - Peter & Val Wilson 
Lang-Longman 



  

Young Learners English –Starters 
Marcella Branchetti 
Lang-Longman 



Young Learners English –Starters 
Marcella Branchetti 
Lang-Longman 



The Speaking Skill 

TEACHER 

VOCABULARY 

STRUCTURES 

FUNCTIONS 

PRONUNCIATION 



The Speaking Skill 

THE STUDENT 

LESS SELF- CONSCIOUS 

NATIVE LIKE PRON 

EXCELLENT MIMICS 

LEARN ‘CHUNK’S 



How Young Learners Speak  
‘How old are you?’ 

 
 

‘howodayu’ 

To a child this is one word 



Speaking Activites 

 

SONGS 

RHYMES 

CHANTS 

LANGUAGE DRILLS 



What is a Communicative exercise? 
 

 

Information gap 

 

Exchange  of  information 



What’s the 
weather like? 

Student  A 

Student  B 
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Student  A 

Student  B 

What’s your 
favourite sport?  

My favourite 
sport is skiing. 
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Communicative Exercise 

Student A : asks a question 

 

Student B : answers 

 

Student A : does something with the answer to prove comprehension. 

 



(draw picture) 

sport? 

fruit? 

vegetable? 

drink? 

colour? 

thing to wear? 

toy? 

What’s your favourite… 
 

My favourite … is … 



Activities for successful communication 

 

• Pair work –finding the differences in two pictures 

 

• Pair work colour/drawing dictations 

 

• Milling activities: surveys, questionnaires 

 



andrea.barbiero@pearson.it 
 



MORE WORKSHOPS COMING SOON! 



INFORMAZIONI UTILI 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno inviati via e-mail 

 

• Riceverete inoltre un’e-mail contenente le istruzioni per  

    scaricare, dal sito Pearson, i materiali presentati oggi  

 

• Contestualmente, sarà inviato un questionario per raccogliere 

    pareri e suggerimenti su questa innovativa modalità di  

    formazione 

 
 
 
 
 



Grazie per aver partecipato! 


